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COPPERHEAD SNAKE BITES # ="

on the rise in METRO Atlanta The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Bill Murray was in the pool behind his Buckhead home when he
encountered a copperhead snake, and he’s not alone this summer.

Doctors at Atlanta’s Piedmont Hospital tell Channel 2’s Diana Davis they have
seen an unusual amount of snake bites this year. The snakes are not aggressive,
but experts say the shy snakes can bite when someone invades their turf. “| felt a
sharp excruciating pain,” Murray told Davis.

Brandon Berk lives about a mile from Murray. He was bit while cleaning out the
gutters of his home. “I felt a sting on my finger and | looked up and saw two fang
marks,” Berk said. “I've seen snakes but was not expecting that, especially not
in Buckhead.”

Herpetologists at Zoo Atlanta say copperhead snakes are common in metro
Atlanta. More than 200 bites have been reported to the Georgia Poison Control
so far this year. “There’s not as much water out there. They’re trying to find
water. We're watering our lawns and we have standing water around and they’re
trying to find that,” Dr. Brad Lock of Zoo Atlanta told Davis. Lock said copper-
head snakes often thrive in brushy areas and woodpiles... contoweed,






SOURCE OF INSECT BUZZ AROUND BEER
IDENTIFIED By Indo Asian News Service MOV, 2011

WASHINGTON—Why do insects buzz around beer -- because flies can sense
glycerol, a sweet-tasting compound used in yeast fermentation. ‘Insects use
their taste system to glean important information about the quality and nutritive
value of food sources,’ said Anupama Dahanukar, researcher at the University of
California, Riverside.

[ )

‘Sugars signal high nutritive value to flies, but little is known about which
chemical cues flies use for food sources that are low in sugar content - such as
beer,’” the journal Nature Neuroscience reported.
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Dahanukar’s lab examined the feeding preference of the common fruit fly for
beer and other products of yeast fermentation, a university statement said. It
found that a receptor (protein that serves as a gatekeeper) tied with neurons
(brain and nerve cells) located in the fly’s mouth-parts is instrumental in
signaling a good taste for beer. The protein receptor, Gr64e, detects glycerol
and transmits this information to the fly’s neurons influencing the response of
the insect. conliueed

Dahanukar explained that flies use other receptors in their sensory organs to
find food from a distance. ‘Taste becomes important only after the fly makes
physical contact with food,” she said.

[ J

‘A fly first locates food sources using its odor receptors, crucial for its
long-range attraction to food. Then, after landing on food, the fly uses its taste
system to sample the food for suitability in terms of nutrition and toxicity,’
she added. <
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